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From Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
To: Al'l Ships and Stations

Subj: STANDARDS FOR POTABLE WATER

Ref : (a) 40 CFR Parts 141,142, 143,144 and 146
(b) OPNAVI NST 5090. 1B
(c) NAVMED P-5010, Manual of Naval Preventive Medi cine,
Chapters 5, 6, and 9
(d) Overseas Environnental Baseline Gui dance Docunent
(OEBA) of COctober 1992; NOTAL
(e) QSTAG 245, Edition 2, Anmerican-British-Canadi an-
Australian Arm es Quadripartite Standardization
am Quality Standards for Pot abl :
G 2136, NATO Standardi zation Ag
i ; Pot abi | 1
edn-Brit) sh- Canadj

1. Purpose. To provide public health guidance for ensuring the
hi ghest quality standards for Navy and Marine Corps drinking
wat er .

2. Cancell ation. BUVEDI NST 6240. 10.

3. Policy and Agreenent.

a. Policy. Based on reference (a), the requirenents and
responsibilities for protection of the quality of drinking water
provi ded by the Navy and Marine corps in the United States,
Commonweal th of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam Anmerican
Sanoa, and the Comonweal th of the Northern Marianas |slands are
identified in references (b) and (c). Reference (c) provides
specific guidance for forces afloat and ground units operating in
the field. Overseas Navy and Marine Corps activities shal
manage their drinking water under Final Governing Standards
(FGSs) as devel oped by Executive Agents for each country with
significant DoD installations. Were FGSs have not been
i ssued, overseas shore activities will conply with reference (d).

b. International Agreenents.

(1) Ref erence (e) is an agreenent between the Arm es of



the United States, United Kingdom Australia, and the Canadi an
Forces to adopt mninmumrequirenents for potability of drinking
water to be issued to troops in conbat zones and energency
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situations. The criteria and requirenents are for short and | ong
termfield water consunption

(2) Ref erence (f) establishes the m ni num standards to
be used by the NATO Forces when operating on |land, in assessing
the potability of water issued to NATO troops for drinking
pur poses under strict enmergency conditions, i.e. when there is no
safe supply of water avail able and water has to be obtai ned,
either direct or through other allied units on a nutual aid
basis, from sources which are unknown or inperfectly known.

(3) Ref erence (g) standardizes quality requirenents for
drinking and culinary water as used ashore, and as delivered to
ships fromwatering points ashore or froma water boat, at
under the cogni zance of the Unitegd
t he Canadi an Forces and Royal
‘ 0deCanned wat er

4. Responsibilities. Reference (b) provides specific guidance
for Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Comrand

( COWAVFACENGCOM), Chi ef, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, najor
claimants, and commandi ng officers.

5. Techni cal Assistance. Assistance with potable water problens
may be requested fromthe foll ow ng:

a. Naval Environnental Preventive Medicine Units
( NAVENPVNTMVEDUS)

b. Preventive nedicine departnents of naval hospitals and
clinics.

c. Naval Facilities Engineering Command ( NAVFACENGCOM) field
di vi si ons.
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